WILKES, HENRY (1805-1886)
Homme d’affaires et ministre congrégationaliste ouvert à l’interconfessionnalité,
qui a joué un rôle important dans la création en 1839 de la French Canadian Missionary
Society, en français La Société missionnaire franco-canadienne, qui se voua à faire
connaître l’Évangile aux Canadiens français. Curieusement, les congrégationalistes n’ont
eu que des églises anglophones au Québec.
Excellente biographie dans le Dictionnaire biographique du Canada.
http://www.biographi.ca/fr/bio/wilkes_henry_11E.html
L’Aurore, le journal des franco-protestants, lui rendit hommage dans le texte
reproduit ci-dessous. On y signale l’oeuvre de James Court, secrétraire de la SMFC,
biographie dans le présent site et de John Dougall, important éditeur de journaux
notamment du Montreal Witness qui accordait de l’importance aux mouvements religieux
et à l’évangélisation des Canadiens français, biographie de la Dictionnaire biographique
du Canada également, déjà en place dans le présent site.
Le pasteur presbytérien William Taylor travailla en collaboration avec les deux
précédents à la SMFC et plus tard à l’Evangelical Alliance, tous favorables à
l’interconfessionnalité.
http://www.biographi.ca/fr/bio/taylor_william_1803_1876_10F.html
La biographie par le pasteur Campbell reproduite ci-dessous lui rend aussi
hommage.

Robert Campbell (1835-1921), A history of the Scotch Presbyterian Church, St. Gabriel
Street, Montreal , 1887, Montreal, W. Drysdale. p 320-323
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Rev. Dr. Henry Wilkes was born in Birmingham, England, A.D., 1805. He came with his parents, whose eldest
son he was, to Canada, in 1820, and entered into successful
business in Montreal. In 1828, he put into existence a
long-cherished resolve and entered the Glasgow University
where he graduated, studying also in the Independent
Theological School under Dr. Wardlaw. For three years
he was pastor of Albany Street Independent Church, Edin burgh. When the Colonial Missionary Society was formed
in the old Weigh-house chapel, the late Thomas Binney
being one of the active promoters, Mr. Wilkes, in accordance with a previous undertaking, accepted the invitation
of the Society, to proceed to Lower Canada, and on the 24th
May, 1836, was solemnly designated to the work in these
colonies in the above-named chapel. It was for that
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occasion Mr. Joseph Conder composed hymn 905, in the
present Cougregatioual hymn-book, " Churches of Christ,
by God's right hand," etc. In the summer of 1883, he
visited again the old land, at the Jubilee of the Society,
and spoke of his work. He bore testimony to the gracious ness of God, which had ever followed him. In the fall of
the year, 1836, the church which four years previously had
been formed under the pastoral care of Mr. Richard Miles
and had built for the time a neat chapel in St. Maurice
Street, called Mr. Wilkes to the pastorate. The site on
Beaver Hall was secured in 1844, and the commodious
building, which, with enlargements, and re-buildino-,
after being burnt, held for many years one of the most influential of the Protestant churches of Montreal, or even
in the country, was, in the fall of 1846, solemnly dedicated to the service of God, the foundation having been
laid the previous year. Dr. Wilkes' pulpit ministrations
and platform addresses always commanded attention. His
thought was clear, his language precise, and his utterance
easy. Earnest, loving, evangelical and practical, he was
never dull, and to the last had a wonderful stock of emotional power. For several years he was lame from acute
rheumatism, which eventually stiffened his hip joints. The
sight of his ascending and descending the steps of the old
church in St. Gabriel Street, on the occasion of conducting one of the Centennial services on the 7th March, 1886,
will never be forgotten by any who witnessed it.
The sermon which he preached on the occasion, embraced in this volume, will be read with interest as one
of the last which he preached in Montreal, and preached
with ringing tones, touched by the strong emotion called

forth by the interesting occasion.
There was a fitness in his taking part in the Centennial
services, not only as the oldest of the Protestant clergymen of the city, who had been on terms of intimacy with
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most of the Ministers who had officiated in the old church ;
but also because it was the first church which he attended
for two or three years, when, as a lad, he came to
reside in the city. The present writer bears grateful tes timony, too, to the ready and helpful sympathy extended
to him during a prolonged illness in the Autumn of 1872,
by the venerable Dr. Wilkes, who supplied the St. Gabriel
Street pulpit himself, or became responsible for his
students doing so. The dear old Doctor passed quietly
away on the morning of Wednesday, November I7th, in
the eighty-second year of his age. For some time, he
occupied an unique position among the churches of this
country. To a large extent the pioneer of Congregationalism in the Canadas, he lived to see all his old companions
gathered to their fathers, and to outlast very largely the
generation which followed. No episcopal bishop ever
exercised a more thorough influence over his diocese than
the late Dr. Wilkes did over the Congregational Church
in Canada, of which, indeed, he may be said to have
been, in a great measure, the creator. In 1870, he resigned
his active pastorate and was appointed Principal of the
Congregational College, which position he held until his
feeble health compelled him to surrender it into the
hands of a younger man. Dr. Stevenson, a few years ago.
Dr. Wilkes' reputation and influence extended far beyond
the bounds of his own denomination. For many years he
was looked up to with reverence and regard by all the
Protestant clergy of Montreal, and fittingly occupied the
post of president of the branch of the Evangelical Alliance
in this city. The esteem in which he was held by brethren
was shown by the long procession of ministers that preceded the hearse at his funeral, — such a cortege was never
before seen in Montreal.
The closing words of his address before the Union in
London in May last may be listened to as his parting tes timony : —
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"I am now eighty-one years of age, and have been
preaching the gospel for about sixty. Before that, I was
engaged in Sabbath school work, throughout all of which
I can bear testimony to the faithfulness of God. There
are things which cannot be shaken, they are everlasting.
All the powers of earth and of hell cannot shake them,
and they remain. I am not going to say how many of
such things there are, but one of the things that cannot
be shaken is God's faithfulness to his followers. I have
had trials very grievous, and sorrows very deep, but
always, from beginning to end. He has been true to me, so
that I would not change my past history as a minister of

Jesus Christ for all the money in the world — or all the
honours meh could place on my head. I want to bear my
testimony as to the graciousness of God, and I want my
younger brethren to carry on the work that can occupy
the mind and heart ; that it is the noblest and most glorious that God ever gave to man to prosecute. And now
unto Him who is able to keep us from falling, and to present us faultless before the presence of His glory with
exceeding joy, be glory, dominion and might now and for
ever. Amen."

